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Welcome to the  Autumn Edition of the Stevenage -Kadoma Link Association  newsletter .
This edition provides a report on the Cornerstone trip t o Kadoma in August 2007 . The
Winter edition wild.l continue the report with infor

the Aromatherapy  Project.

Cornerstone Trip to Kadoma - August 2007
(areport from  Nicola Hughes , SKLA Vice-Chair)

Cornerstone is an inter -church youth organisation in
Stevenage that f irst visited Kadoma in July 1997 . They are
linked with a similar group in Kadoma called Sungano ( which
in Shona means AUnity 0). | was fortunate enough to be
involved in  the 1997 trip and | have remained involved with
the SKLA ever since.
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Cornerstone and Sungano celebrated their 10 anniversary

thi s year and to mark the occasion Cornerstone arranged for _

17 people to visit Kadoma for a period of 3 weeks . | Arrival at Harare
participated in the trip and this is my report on what happened. | hope you find it of
interest!

Sar udzi Youth Centre Renovation

The main Cornerstone project in Kadoma was the transformation of Ri mu k &arsdzi
Beer Hall into a youth centre. The old beer hall ha s been allocated by the Mayor of
Kadoma to be u sed for the benefit of Rimuka youth. T ogether , Cornerstone and Sungano
worked to improve the look and feel of the building to complete this repurposing

Tasks completed included:

1) Getting local tradesman to install a false ceiling in the office area, repl ace broken
window panes and install a new external door to make the hall watertight

2) Preparing and painting the main ceiling

3) Painting the walls (including painting over the old beer adverts)

4) Removing the old beer pumps
5) The Kadoma Council provide d staffto fix the electrics and the toilet facilities
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Whilst the refurbishment of Sarudzi was being undertaken, there were other activities
taking place too i these included a holiday club, crafts and sports. These activities were
intended for the childr en of Rimuka.

Holiday Club

The holiday ¢ lub was aimed at primary school aged children. Each day we led the
children in UK/Zimbabwe games (playing with a parachute was very popular ), teaching

UK songs, singing Shona songs, praying, teaching and sharing i n Bible stories , face
painting (a huge success) and generally just having good fun J About 50 children came

to the start of the club but by the end we apparently had over 250!

Cornerstone endeavoured to empower Sungano by providing support, resources, ide as

and knowledge for them to enable themto  run future holiday clubs for the children.

Crafts _Session

The Craft sessions provided children the opportunity to make cards for their parents

draw pictures , have face painting done, make fiScoobieso0 ( beleta woven from plastic

tubes) and generally get artistic ! These sessions were just as popular with the boys as

they were with the girls. I guess itbés not every d
glitter, feathers, tissue paper and card. Even balls of wool were used to make necklaces

and bracelets.




Sports - Football

A number of sports  training sessions  were held during the visit which included football,

cricket and rounders. The football sessions were the most well attended events as
childre n would turn up from nowhere to first watch and then join in. On one occasion we
arranged a football session for primary school children which had an attendance  of over

100. We tried to play small games of 10 minutes but we couldn't confirm who had

played and who hadn't as every time we asked who hadn't played, every single hand
went up ! In the end we ended up with approximately 50 aside but the smiles on their
faces made it all worthwhile.

Cornerstone were given a number of second hand football kits from the organisati ol
Ai do. These kits wer e ofdhe svelvei hearh € id the Kadoma Chtistian

Football League as w ell as Sungano and Kadoma Town u nder 19's Football Club.

Each team received a full set of tops, shorts, socks, training tops, t raining cones, a

number of footballs and a kit bag.

Sunstone ( a combination of Sungano and Cornerstone personnel) played Kadoma Town
under 19's on our final day in Kadoma . At the end of the gamet  he Cornerstone players
gave away their  trainers and shin pa ds to some very excited and thankful players.

Sports - Netball

Before we went to Kadoma | put out an appeal amongst my netball playing community
for netball bibs and whistles. | managed to gather 6 sets of bibs (thank you to all of you
who donatedt hese).

A number of netball sessions were held in Rimuka . Up to 50 girls of all ages turned up to
play. The girls had amazing enthusiasm and were incredibly competitive. Most played in

their regular day clothes and footwear was mainly flip -flops or bare f eet. This did not
discourage any of them though and they were brilliant.

I &m involved with mixed netball in Stevenage so
encourage it in Kadoma! The boys had never played before but picked it up really well.




Schools Day at Jameson High School

Conclusion

Cornerstone & Sungano attended a Schools Day at
Jameson High School along with approximately 100
children from representative schools. The day included a
football match between Cornerstone and the winners of the
schools compet ition, a girls fashion show which resulted in
one young |l ady being crowned
photo), a play on HIV/AIDS and a number of school
children reading out their compositions which expressed
their thankfulness for all Stevenage people who suppo rted
them via the schools fee schemes.

| have to admit that | was fairly apprehensive about this trip to Kadoma due to the

current situation in Zimbabwe. |

t was a difficult trip T there were power cuts, water,
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food and fuel shortages. However, this trip was amazing and |1 &d&m so

We were welcomed with open arms and treated with much love and respect. Everyone
was pleased to see us and glad that Stevenage had not forgotten Kadoma in hard times.

Kadoma and its people need our

help now more than ever.

Stevenage Day & Broadwater Day 2007

Stevenage Day & Broadwater

Day were both great success es this year! Crochet, plants

and preserves were as popular as ever and we got to try our hand at running tombola
stalls. Thank you for your  continu ed support F we canét do it without

Dates for your diary

Thurs day 29th Novem ber 200 7 Link Committee Meeting: Will be held at 7.30pm in
Daneshill House, Stevenage. All welcome.

Friday 14 ™ December 2007

Coffee & Mince Pie Morning: To be held at t he

Stevenage Museum from 10.30am to 12.30pm. Come along and have a chat with the

Link team.

Thursday 10th January 200 8 Link Committee Meeting: Will be held at 7.30pm in
Daneshill House, Stevenage. All welcome.

NB. If you wish to be removed from the Newsletter mailing list or would download it
from the SKLA website (www.skla.org) , please let me know either by mail ( Nicola
Hughes, 3 Chouler Gardens, Stevenage, Herts SG1 4TB ) or via email

Nicolahughes30@hotmail.com

you.
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