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Dates for your diary  
 

 
 

Saturd ay 2 2nd  April 2006 Friends Group Meeting :  This Friendôs Group is to 
celebrate Zimbab we Independence Day (18 th  April). There  will  be Zimbabwean 
food to try, a Zimbab we an musi c grou p, the Corne rstone non -alcoholic cocktail 
bar  and it will provide us all  with  the chanc e to celebrate ever yth ing  good abo ut 
Zimbab we.  The event  will  be 3pm to 7.30 pm  at the Friends  Meeting  House  in  
Cutt ys Lane . You donôt need a ticket ï just turn up!  
 
Thursday 27th April 2006 Link Committ ee Meeting : Will  be held at 7.30pm  
in the Kadoma Room at Dan esh ill House, Stevenage . 
 
Sunday 11th Jun e 2006 Stevenage Day:  Come and  visit the Link at this 
event. We wil l be selli ng croche t, preser ves and  plan ts as usual. Itôs a good 
opportunity to come  and  say hello and se e what t he Link have  been up to.  
 

Education, Education, Education!  
 

 
 

When Zimbab we became ind ependent one of the  priori ties was to provide 
educati on for ALL chil dren up  to the age of 13, which  was compul sory, and for 
the most able at Secondary level.  A large school building programme was 
started but the combi nation of a ri sing birth - rate and pressure from the World 
Bank meant that it became necessary to charge fees for Primary and Secondary 
educati on .  In the 1990s there were problems with  drought and food shortages 
as well as high unemployment and the  HIV/AIDS crisis and families found th ey  
wer e unab le to pay the school fees which  meant their chil dren would be 
exclud ed.  
  
Many  reader s are already aware of the  two Link schemes which  offer supp ort  to  
boys and girls in Primary School  and girls in Secondary School by paying their 
school fees when their families cannot  afford to do so.  We are very grateful  to 
all  the individ uals and schools who he lp us with fund - ra ising and at present there 
are 300  primary  and 70  secondary pup ils respectively being helped.  
 



Over the last  three years , 14 scho ols in Stevenag e have partnered with  a school 
in Kadoma and despit e problems with  post  and the lack of  other fo rms of reli able 
commun ication they have managed to exchang e stories, poems, artwork, music 
and even jokes.  Several schools have held fundraising ev ents to assist the Link 
with  schoo l fees.  
 
To encourage more Stevenag e schools to join in and to supp ort those already 
partnered , the  SKLA applied for a gra nt from the Department of Internat ional 
Development  (D fID) .    
 
The Link  recentl y learnt that  we have been awarded  a gran t for 3 years and have 
inv ited Martin Masaraure , one - tim e Chai rman of the Kadoma Link Comm itt ee and 
Headteacher of Chemukut e Secondary School, to help launch the scheme at a 
meeting  with school repre sentat ives in May.    It was Martin who first suggest ed 
the idea of partnering schools so we are very fortunat e that he is currently in the 
UK an d can talk for the schools in Kadoma.  
 
Here  are som e quotes from children who have benefited fr om the school fees & 
from their t eachers:  
 
ü Thank you for all you have done for me. I was an orphan but now I feel like my 

parents ar e alive againéI am a girl of 13 who is thanking you for your kindness. 
ü Educat ion is ver y impor tant to our life. God took my parents in unexpect ed time 

and no-one could affor d to pa y fees . 
ü Thank you so much for the assistance you are giving to our childre n. Had it not  

been for  you they mig ht have been drop -outs by this time.  
 

 
The Link visit to Kado ma in June 2006  

 

 
 

The Link are planni ng to  send 4 people  to Kadoma in June 200 6. This decision  
has been made in light of information regarding  the imp ro ved safety levels in the 
area.  

 
As part of the Df ID fund ed work, the group visi ting Kadoma will  take a vid eo 
camera to record everyday  lif e. This video will  be used as teachi ng material  in  
Stevenag e schools. The group  hope to  meet as many  te achers and pupils as 
possib le while ther e a nd liai se between the partn ers schools . 
 



Barbara Follettôs visit to the Stevenage Kadoma Link 
 

 

We are fortunat e in our MP who has  always been a gr eat supp ort and is in 
additi on a specialist on South ern Africa in the Labour Party in Parli ament. She 
agreed to come to tal k and answer questions at  a special  meeting  on the 2nd 
December.  
 
For a fu ll repor t on the event, please go to: http://www.skla.org/events/barb arafollet.html  

Com mittee Whoôs Who 
 

 
 

In t his edit ion we pro fil e committee member  Leslie Ransley . 
 

Leslie  Ransley  ï Tr easurer  Profile  
 
Mere words cannot  describe how Kadoma has been a family affai r for 15 years or 
more.  
 
�7�K�H�Q�� �L�W�� �Z�D�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �6�W�H�Y�H�Q�D�J�H�� �%�R�U�R�X�J�K�� �&�R�X�Q�F�L�O�� �µ�K�L�Y�H�G�� �R�I�I�¶�� �W�K�H�� �U�X�Q�Q�L�Q�J�� �R�I�� to wn  
�W�Z�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J���O�L�Q�N�V���W�R���µ�O�D�\�¶���F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H�V�����7�K�L�V���Z�L�V�H���P�R�Y�H���J�D�Y�H���H�[�W�U�D���L�P�S�H�W�X�V to the 
commun ity based involvement of organ isations which  became the nati onall y 
reco gni sed hal l mar k of the Lin k, and featured i n a BB C Radio 3 programme.  
 
Already ���� �-�R�\�F�H�� ���P�\�� �Z�L�I�H���� �D�V�� �D�� �I�R�X�Q�G�H�U�� �P�H�P�E�H�U���� �Z�D�V�� �W�K�H�� �Y�H�U�\�� �µ�K�D�Q�G�V�� �R�Q�¶��
executive secre tary with  her own inimi tabl e style of arm -bendi ng. Our daughter  
�+�D�]�H�O�����L�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�H�G���E�\���K�H�U���V�X�S�H�U�Y�L�V�R�U���W�R���µ�J�R���W�R���$�I�U�L�F�D���D�Q�G���P�D�N�H���\�R�X�U���R�Z�Q���V�R�X�U�F�H��
�P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�¶�� �������� �I�R�U�� �K�H�U�� �8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\�� �G�L�V�V�H�U�W�D�W�L�R�Q���� �µ�G�L�V�F�R�Y�H�U�H�G�¶�� �5�X�E�D�W�V�L�U�R�� �6�F�K�R�R�O�� �D�Q�G��
�3�U�L�P�R�V�H���F�D�P�H���R�Y�H�U���I�R�U���Z�R�U�N���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���L�Q���6�W�H�Y�H�Q�D�J�H�¶�V���V�S�H�F�L�D�O���V�F�K�R�R�O�V�� 
 
It was inevit able that I would be enlisted, fondly believing that I was just ke eping 
�/�H�V�O�L�H���5�R�V�H�¶�V���V�F�K�R�R�O���I�H�H�V���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�V�����,���V�R�R�Q���I�R�X�Q�G���P�\�V�H�O�I in a batt le regarding the 
transfer of unsp ent bala nces and pers uadi ng SBC that  such was the natu re of  


