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Dates for vour diary
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Saturd ay 22nd April 2006 Friends Group Meeting : This Friend& Group is to
celebrate Zimbab we Independence Day (18 ™ April). There will be Zimbabwean
food to try, a Zimbab wean music grou p, the Corne rstone non-alcoholic cocktall
bar and it will provide us all with the chance to celebrate everything good abo ut
Zimbab we. The event will be 3pm to 7.30 pm at the Friends Meeting House in
Cutt ys Lane . You dond need aticket 71 justturn up!

Thursday 27th April 2006 Link Committ ee Meeting : Will be held at 7.30pm
in the Kadoma Room at Dan  eshill House, Stevenage

Sunday 11th Jun e 2006 Stevenage Day: Come and visit the Link at this
event. We will be selling crochet, preser ves and plants as usual. 1t& a good
opportunity to come and say hello and se e whatt he Link have been up to.

Education, Education, Education!
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When Zimbab we became independent one of the priori ties was to provide
educati on for ALL children up to the age of 13, which was compul sory, and for
the most able at Secondary level. A large school building programme was
started but the combination of a rising birth -rate and pressure from the World
Bank meant that it became necessary to charge fees for Primary and Secondary
educati on. In the 1990s there were problems with drought and food shortages
as well as high unemployment and the HIV/AIDS crisis and families found they
were unable to pay the school fees which meant their children would be
exclud ed.

Many reader s are already aware of the two Link schemes which offer support to
boys and girls in Primary School and girls in Secondary School by paying their
school fees when their families cannot afford to do so. We are very grateful to
all the individ uals and schools who help us with fund -raising and at present there
are 300 primary and 70 secondary pupils respectively being helped.



Over the last three years, 14 schools in Stevenag e have partnered with a school
in Kadoma and despite problems with post and the lack of other forms of reliable
commun ication they have managed to exchang e stories, poems, artwork, music
and even jokes. Several schools have held fundraising events to assist the Link
with schoo | fees.

To encourage more Stevenag e schools to join in and to support those already
partnered , the SKLA applied for a grant from the Department of Internat ional
Development (DfID) .

The Link recentl y learnt that we have been awarded a grant for 3 years and have
invited Martin Masaraure , one -tim e Chairman of the Kadoma Link Comm itt ee and
Headteacher of Chemukut e Secondary School, to help launch the scheme at a
meeting with school repre sentat ives in May. It was Martin who first suggest ed
the idea of partnering schools so we are very fortunat e that he is currently in the
UK and can talk for the schools in Kadoma.

Here are some quotes from children who have benefited from the school fees &
from theirt eachers:

U Thank you for all you have done for me. | was an orphan but now | feel like my
parents ar e alive againél am a girl of 13 who is t hanking you for your kindness.

U Education is very important to our life. God took my parents in unexpected time
and no-one could affor d to pay fees .

U Thank you so much for the assistance you are giving to our childre n. Had it not
been for you they mig ht have been drop -outs by this time.

The Link visit to Kado ma in June 2006

The Link are planni ng to send 4 people to Kadoma in June 2006. This decision
has been made in light of information regarding the improved safety levels in the
area.

As part of the DfID fund ed work, the group visiting Kadoma will take a video
camera to record everyday life. This video will be used as teachi ng material in
Stevenag e schools. The group hope to meet as many teachers and pupils as
possib le while ther e and liai se between the partn ers schools .



Barbara Follettds visit to the Stevenage Kadoma Link

We are fortunat e in our MP who has always been a great support and is in
additi on a specialist on South ern Africa in the Labour Party in Parliament. She
agreed to come to talk and answer questions at a special meeting on the 2nd
December.

For afu ll repor tonthe event, please goto: http://www.skla.org/events/barb arafollet.html

Com mittee Who& Who

In t his edit ion we pro file committee member Leslie Ransley .
Leslie Ransley i Treasurer Profile

Mere words cannot describe how Kadoma has been a family affair for 15 years or
more.

7TKHQ WZ DV WDW6WYHQDIH YRIRXIK &RXQFO IKLYHG RITY WH WXQQQJ RI town
VY 1IQQIQI @ONV VR D\ T FRP P WMHV 7KLV ZIWH P RYH JDYH H WD P SHWXVto the
commun ity based involvement of organ isations which became the nationally
reco gnised hal | mar k of the Lin k, and featuredi n a BB C Radio 3 programme.

Already -RFH P\ ZUH DV D IRXQGHU PHP EHU ZDV WH YHU |KDQGV RQf
executive secretary with her own inimi tabl e style of arm -bendi ng. Our daughter

+ D] HO IOWUIKFWMG E\ KHU VXSHWYIVRUWR JR VR $1UFD DQG P DNH \ RXU RZ Q VRXUFH
P DWAUD® IRU KHU 8 QYHIWMW GIWHUMMRQ |GIVFRYHWHGT 5 XEDWILR 6 FKRRO DQG
3UP RWH FDP H RYHUIRUZ RWN H SHUHQFH LQ 6 VMYHQDJ HiV VSHFDOVFKRRY

It was inevit able that| would be enlisted, fondly believing that | was just ke eping
/ HMIH 5 RVHIV VFKRROIHHV DFFRXQW , VRRQ IRXQG P \ VHODIn a batt le regarding the
transfer of unspent balances and persuading SBC that such was the nature of



