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Welcome to a bumper issue of the newsletter! Apologies for not providing a Summer or 
Autumn edition, as we waited  so we could include pictures & re ports of the visit to 

Kadoma in June. I hope that you find it of interest to have up - to -date information from 
Kadoma.  
 

On behalf of the SKLA, may I take this opportunity to wish you all a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year.  
 

 

The Lin k visit to Kadoma in June 2006  
 

 
 
Much of the narrative in this section is from the Chairmanôs report at the AGM held on 

2nd  October. Video clips were also shown at the AGM of the visit.   
 

Five people from the Link went to Kadoma this year , the 
first vis it for five years.  Our group consisted of Rose 
Hamilton, Jan Addison, Phil Gibb, Louise Holmes and 

Andy Hills, seen in Kadoma in the photo.   
 

We stayed in a Bed & Breakfast ñinnò rather than with 
the Kadoma people, for the first time EVER in this Linkôs 
history. We have always enjoyed the opportunity of 

getting to know people by staying in their homes, but at 
the moment the very high inflation rate in Zimbabwe, 

rising by the day, makes it hard for people to afford 
food for themselves. The inflation rate wa s around 
1000% at the time and continuing to rise.  

 
We did not want to impose on Zimbabweanôs well-known generous hospitality by being a 

house guest. Nonetheless, we were overwhelmed by invitations to visit and share a 
meal.  
 

Schools Visits   
 

The Kadoma school teachers are so dedicated! They 
want to teach, even with little resources and lack of 
materials -  and the quality of teaching is still high. 

We saw that children were progressing through a 
tough system with high expectations, from primary 

to seconda ry level, achieving results that lead t o 
staying -on to do ñAò levels.  
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We were very impressed with how teachers and parents are 
working together to take responsibility for their local school 
and their childrenôs education. There are projects such as 

growi ng and selling vegetables, making peanut butter for sale 
and refurbishing classrooms.  

 
   
 

 

 

 

 
Partnership Schools  

 
These schools regard their partnership with a school in 

Stevenage very highly. It isnôt that they get financial 
help from that partnership  ï in fact it is a part of the 
partnership ground rules that financial gain is NOT 

part of the relationship ï but that they have a whole 
school -  teachers, pupils and parents, who know about 

them, and communicate with them. Itôs actually hard 
to keep commu nication going because of the cost of 

postage from Zimbabwe to Britain, but the feeling of 
being distinguished as a school thatôs partnered by 
another school in Stevenage, is enough to give that 

boost and a knowledge that someone cares.  
 

 
School Fees  

 

As reported in the Spring edition  of the newsletter , the Link school fees s chemes, with 
the help of individuals and school s who help us with fund - raising,  currently support 300 

primary and 70 secondary pupils.  
 
Most recipients are chosen because they are orph ans, or one parent has died and the 

other is out of work. What would have become of these children if there were no scheme 
operating between the twin towns?  

 
Here is some information on a few Secondary school pupils that have benefited from the 
school fees  scheme:  

 
× Tsitsi took her óOô levels in 2001 and is now a qualified State Registered Nurse 

× Heather passed her óAô levels and is now in her 3rd  year of University  
× Chipo passed her óOô levels and is now doing her óAô levels and is Head Girl 
× Zodia achieved 7 óOô levels in 1998, passed her óAô levels and is now a teacher. 

 
Here are some snippets from letters sent by Primary school pupils:  

 
× Precious writes ï óI would like to thank you very much for the school fees. I am a 

girl in Grade 7. I promise to do my best  in the examination this year ô. 

× Malcolm  writes ïóGod bless Stevenage for paying my school fees. I live with my 
mother as my father died in 2002. I am ten years old now and came 12 th  out of 

47 in my class ô.  


