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As we near the end of the Stevenage-Kadoma Link Association’s 20th anniversary year it’s time to take a look back at all that has happened.
STABILITY
At the beginning of the year we reported that funds were low for Primary School Fees and we would need to borrow money from our undesignated giving in order to keep things going. In addition we were waiting to see how the financial situation in Zimbabwe would work out. Well, the dust has settled a little over in Zimbabwe, they are now using US dollars as their main currency and figures for school fees have been set. Unfortunatley for us the new amount is significantly higher than before. Fees are now around £60 - £75 per child for a year’s schooling. Previously it was £15!
THIS YEAR
We did manage to raise the amount of money that we usually raise for school fees, but of course, with the new fee levels this hasn’t covered the 300 children supported by us. Our solution, suggested by our Zimbabwean friends, was to give the 17 schools an equal share of the money and let them decide whether to subsidise fees for all the pupils on the scheme or, pay in full for a reduced number of pupils. This was the best solution because they know the situation and needs of the pupils better than we do. 
HEART BREAK
It has been really difficult and heart-breaking for us to not be able to help everyone who needs it - but we remain determined to do what we can. Most of our fundraising efforts this year have been for school fees. We would love to build up enough funds to support as many children as possible next year. Dare we dream that it could be all 300 of them?
FUND RAISING
We were reminded at our AGM in September that fund-raising now has to become a major focus of the SKLA, and there are people who already have done us proud with their efforts this year. For example many local schools took on the “Big change small change” challenge collectively raising over £1,000. Our stall at Stevenage Day raised £600, and Brian Ingarfill cycled from Inglehiem in Germany to Autun in France – Stevenage’s other twin towns - raising over £600. You may have seen the article in the Comet.

Thank you so much for your continued support - this scheme would not work without your help. If you have an idea for fund raising, or would just like to make a new donation please do get in touch. On behalf of many children in Kadoma, we would love to hear from you.
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SKLA Chairman: Jan Addison, 11 Friday Furlong, Hitchin, SG5 2ND. Tel: 01462 623148
SKLA Treasurer (for donations, marked ‘Primary School Fees Project’): Leslie Ransley, 487 Vardon Road, Stevenage, SG2 5BE. Tel: 01438 314560
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